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Kristen Roberts, editor/staff writer

Trustees

Fine free borrowing at the library
Bethlehem Public Library is going fine free July 1, 2022. From that day forward,
we will no longer charge fines for overdue books and other media.
Going fine free means you will no longer receive daily fines on overdue books
and media. You are still responsible for returning your items. We do want them
back!

Mark Kissinger
Michelle Walsh
Caroline Brancatella
Lisa Scoons
Harmeet Narang
Charmaine Wijeyesinghe
Sarah Patterson
Officers to be announced

Replacement fees and charges for lost or damaged items still apply, and fines
of $1 per day for Library of Things items and ILL, as well as $5 per day for museum
passes, will remain. Cardholders owing $10 or more will have their accounts
blocked until the amount is paid down.

Sharon Whiting, board treasurer

Director

“No fines” does not mean “no responsibility.” Materials that are more than 30
days overdue are assumed lost, and you will be billed for the replacement costs.
If you bring back the item, those charges will be dropped. Please remember that
other people may want the item you borrowed, so don’t hesitate to return it.
As always, e-content never accrues any fines and will automatically be
returned at the end of the lending period. E-content is always accessible to
Bethlehem cardholders regardless of fines or fees on a cardholder’s account.

Geoffrey Kirkpatrick

Library board

• Monday July 11 • 6pm
• Monday August 8 • 6pm

Friends board

• Monday August 15 • 6:30pm

Why go fine free? Daily small charges called fines are “compliance charges”
used to incentivize material returns, but research has shown those small fines
do not significantly contribute to those returns. Eliminating those charges
reduces barriers to library access and creates a more positive library experience
for patrons and staff at the Circulation Desk. Overdue fines on average make up
less than one quarter of one percent of the library’s annual budget. The library
has been able to shift other budget lines to make up for the lost revenue.

Library hours

If you’ve always thought of paying your fines as a donation to the library,
you still can. Donations to the library can be made through the Friends of
Bethlehem Public Library. Your donation will support critical library programs
and services. Learn more or donate online at bit.ly/FriendsBPL.

Holiday hours

Fine free means judgement free. If you’ve been avoiding the library
because you’re worried about paying fines, we are happy to welcome
you back! Register for your new card in person or online (www.
bethlehempubliclibrary.org/borrow/online-library-card-application), or give
us a call at (518) 439-9314 or e-mail us at info@bethpl.org to check if you
already have a card.

weekdays 9-9 • Saturdays 10-5
closed Sundays in July and August
• July 4 CLOSED Independence Day
• September 3-5 CLOSED
Labor Day Weekend

Contact us

• 518-439-9314
• information@
bethlehempubliclibrary.org
• trustees@
bethlehempubliclibrary.org

Visit our website

bethlehempubliclibrary.org
The footnotes newsletter is published six
times a year and mailed to all households in
the Bethlehem Central School District.
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Summer Reading 2022
Let’s read this summer!

Outdoor movies

August 10 and 24

The library’s 2022 Summer Reading
theme, Oceans of Possibilities, explores
animals and the stories inspired by the sea.
When you sign up for the library’s Summer
Reading Challenge (beginning June 20), you
will track your progress through challenge
cards for a chance to earn some great prizes.
You can also join us for themed programs all
summer long. Check out the calendar at
bethlehem.librarycalendar.com to see
what’s coming up!
Registration for Summer Reading
can be done online at bethplny14.
readsquared.com.

Summer Reading Kickoff: The Pirate of Book Island by The Puppet People
Friday June 24 • 3pm OR 6:30pm
Solve the mystery of Book Island and help the hero save the day in a performance for
kids and families that promises plenty of public participation. Join us on the Green
for this Summer Reading Kickoff event.
End of Summer Reading Concert: Rick Bedrosian
Friday August 19 • 3:30pm OR 6:30pm
Sing along with favorite tunes from the ’50s, ’60s and ’70s, Irish anthems, Beatles
classics and a whole lot more.

All ages
Evenings on the Green

Our Evenings on the Green summer concerts series are always free through
the generous support of the Friends of Bethlehem Public Library. This year,
concerts will take place every Tuesday at 7pm from July 5-July 26. In the
event of inclement weather, concerts will take place the following day.
July 5: Zan and the Winter Folk
Musicians with influences ranging from folk to bluegrass, jazz and rock.
July 12: Narrow North
Acoustic trio brings together a diverse mix of Americana, blues, folk and jazz.
July 19: The Lustre Kings
Authentic Rockabilly band with a devoted fan base.
July 26: Musicats
A swinging and fun night of traditional jazz tunes.

Evenings on the Green:

The Lustre Kings

July 19

August outdoor movies

Bring your own blanket, chairs and snacks and join us on the Green
for a mid-week family-friendly movie night. Shows start at 6pm.
August 10: Jumanji (1995, rated PG)
August 24: The Parent Trap (1998, rated PG)
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Adults
Upcoming author talks
Get to know some of your favorite authors and enjoy Q&A opportunities
with bestsellers through one of the following virtual author talks available to
Bethlehem cardholders.
The Library Speakers Consortium will present 2-3 virtual author talks
a month with New York Times Bestsellers Alka Joshi (“The Henna Artist”) and
David Allen (“Getting Things Done”) and 2021 Pulitzer Prize winner Marcia
Chatelain (“Franchise”) kicking things off in July.
Baker and Taylor’s Mystery Book Club will highlight some of the biggest
authors of your favorite mysteries. Talks will occasionally feature more than one
author at a time, and additional copies of the featured books will be available.

Author talk:

To learn more or to sign up for one of the upcoming talks, visit
bethlehempubliclibrary.org/author-talks.

s V

Alka Joshi
July 7

Get to Know Goodreads s V
Friday July 8 • 10am
Join us for a crash course in how this website can help you track the books you’re
reading, have read, and want to read. You can use this website to set yearly reading
goals, interact with other readers, read reviews and check out personalized book
recommendations.

Book Folding
July 18

s

Introduction to Book Folding s
Monday July 18 • 3pm
Come learn the art of book folding, the folding of pages to create book sculptures, from
Beth Dounane-Oldrich, Delmar resident and the author of “Book Folding for Beginners
and Beyond.” Teens welcome!
Ukraine War Mini Panel Discussion s
Monday July 18 • 6pm
Feeling perplexed about the news of the war in the Ukraine? Broaden your knowledge of
this crisis with University at Albany Professors Timothy Sergay and David Rousseau.
“The Age of Worry” with Dr. Steve Sandler
Saturday July 23 • 2pm
The author will discuss the novel as it developed from insights gained in his practice of
psychotherapy. There will be a reading of selected passages from the book, followed by a
Q&A session and book signing. Teens welcome!
DIY Eco-Friendly Food Wraps s
Monday July 25 • 6pm
Learn how to make reusable food covers to replace your plastic wrap, as well as other
helpful eco-friendly techniques for covering foods.
Intro to Streaming Video s V
Thursday July 28 • 10am
Join us for an overview of the streaming video options that the library provides.
Hands-on with Digital Audiobooks s
Tuesday August 9 • 6:30pm
Bring your own device and we will get you up and running with digital audiobooks from the
library with options for listening on the go, in the car, and off the grid. No experience needed.
DIY Eco-Friendly Cleaners s
Monday August 15 • 6pm
Concerned about the chemicals in your cleaning products? Learn how to make your own
non-toxic household cleaners. Teens welcome!

continued

s sign up: bethlehem.librarycalendar.com
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Adults (continued)
Mini Macramé Plant Hanger s
Wednesday August 17 • 6:30pm
Join us as we create a smaller version of a classic macramé plant hanger! Prior
experience not required. Teens welcome!
Craft & Color for Adults
Monday August 22 • 11am
Choose between coloring or doing an open-ended craft activity. This program is
specifically designed for adults of all abilities.
Climate Change: Impacts, Challenges and Solutions for our Planet s
Monday August 22 • 6pm
Take a closer look at the main impacts of climate change, both locally and globally
with University at Albany Professor of Atmospheric and Environmental Science
Mathias Vuille. Teens welcome!

Embroidery: Leaves
s
and FlowersXX
August 27

Discover your Roots with Ancestry.com s V
Tuesday August 23 • 7pm
Explore the different genealogical collections you can access through Ancestry.com,
including census records, military records, immigration documents and more. You will
also learn some tips and tricks to make your research more successful.
Embroidery: Leaves and Flowers s
Saturday August 27 • 10:30am
Learn some basic techniques for creating embroidered leaves and flowers.
DIY Eco-Friendly Personal Care Products s
Monday August 29 • 6pm
Learn how to make your own simple hand soap and toothpaste.

Tweens and teens
Ocean Shadowbox Magnets s
Thursday July 7 • 2pm
Create mini shadowbox magnets to look like the ocean using mason jar lids, seashells
and more. For ages 9 and up.

You’ve got the whole
summer to read this
National Book Award finalist
for September’s Day Books!
September 12
Pachinko
by Min Jin Lee

Dungeons and Dragons
Friday July 8 • 3:30pm
Friday July 22 • 3:30pm
Friday August 5 • 3:30pm
Friday August 19 • 3:30pm
Use your imagination and problem-solving skills while socializing with others who enjoy
role-playing games. Playing materials provided. For grades 6 and up.
Super Smash Bros. Tournament
Friday July 15 • 2:30pm
Compete against your friends in Super Smash Bros. Ultimate on the Nintendo Switch! Arrive
on time to be placed on the double elimination tournament bracket. For grades 6 and up.
Bollywood Dancing for Teens and Tweens s
Saturday July 30 • 11am
Narthanalaya School of Arts will hold a demonstration and teaching of Bollywood
dancing, followed by a brief performance. Registration is required, space is limited. For
ages 10-16.
Design Your Own Temporary Tattoo s
Monday August 8 • 3pm
Use Canva to design your own temporary tattoo, then print it out on tattoo paper. For
ages 9 and up.

s sign up: bethlehem.librarycalendar.com

Design Your Own
s
Temporary TattooXX
August 8

V : program is virtual
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Kids and families
Thursdays in the Park
The library has once again teamed up with Bethlehem Town Parks and
Recreation to offer a family-friendly series of events every Thursday at 6:30pm
through August 18. Shows will take place at Elm Avenue Park unless noted. This
series is co-sponsored by Friends of Bethlehem Public Library and Friends of Bethlehem
Parks and Recreation Department.
June 16: Heard: World Jazz
June 23: Zucchini Brothers
June 30: Rumble Kings (*at South
Bethlehem Park)
July 7: Ron Cain’s Captain HurriCain’s
Underwater Adventure Magic Show
July 14: Doc Benson Band
July 21: Out of the Box

July 28: David Engel’s Captain Nemo’s
Adventure Academy
August 4: Storyteller Diane Edgecomb’s
Trail Mix
August 11: Playin’ with Fire
(*at Henry Hudson Park)
August 18: The Traveling Lantern
Theater Company’s Camp Ocean

Thursdays in the Park:

Make Your Own Jellyfish Friend
Wednesday July 6 • 2pm
Create your own hanging jellyfish friend using a paper bowl, paint, and tissue paper.
For grades K and up.

July 28

Craft & Color for Families
Tuesday July 12 • 2pm
A fun, social gathering for kids and teens and their families! This program is
specifically designed with neurodivergent children of all abilities in mind. Choose
between a variety of coloring sheets and crafts. What you do is up to you.

David Engel

Salt Dough Starfish s
Wednesday July 13 • 2pm
Make a starfish out of salt dough. For families with children in pre-K and up.
Mini Art Show s
Thursday July 14 • 3pm
Join us on the Green to create artistic masterpieces to be displayed in the library.
For kids and families.
Paint a Garden Gnome
Friday July 15 • 11am
Stop by the Green to paint a cute garden gnome. No registration is required, but
space is limited. For kids and families.
Coral Reef Craft s
Tuesday July 19 • 2pm
Learn about coral reefs then make your own light-up coral reef craft using LED
tea lights, tissue paper and more. For families with children in grades K and
up. Tweens and teens welcome!
Activity Time
Thursday July 21 • 3pm
Join us on the Green for a variety of activities. For kids and families.

Paint a Garden
Gnome
July 15

Extreme Bicycle Makeover s
Wednesday July 27 • 2pm
Join us on the Library Green with your bike or scooter to add some bells, lights
or noisemakers to your ride. Supplies and tools provided. For pre-K to grade 5.
Ozobots: Code with Markers
Thursday July 28 • 2pm
Play with our classroom set of Ozobots and learn how to code using patterns
of colors to tell the ozobots what to do. For grades 2 and up.

continued

s sign up: bethlehem.librarycalendar.com
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Kids and families (continued)
Ozobots: Code
with Markers

Ocean Animal Exploration: Walrus s
Tuesday August 2 • 11am
Join us for stories and activities with an ocean theme. Today’s featured animal is the
walrus. For pre-K to grade 2.

July 28

Family STEAM Night: Boats that Float s
Wednesday August 3 • 6:30pm
Work together with your family to build a boat or a raft out of the provided materials.
Test it out to see if it floats. How much weight can it hold without sinking or capsizing?
For families and children grades K and up.
Draw Your Own Maze
Thursday August 4 • 2pm
Watch a tutorial on how to draw a maze, then draw your own. We will make copies of
each completed maze to share with everyone at the program. For grades 2 and up.
Ocean Animal Exploration: Penguins s
Tuesday August 9 • 11am
Join us for stories and activities with an ocean theme. Today’s featured animal is the
penguin. For pre-K to grade 2.
Fun with Fuse Beads
Wednesday August 10 • 2pm
Use our colorful beads to create a fun design, then we will iron the beads together to
make a fun decoration for you to take home. For grades 2 and up.
Ocean Animal Exploration: Fish s
Tuesday August 16 • 11am
Join us for stories and activities with an ocean theme. Today’s featured animal is the
fish. For pre-K to grade 2.
Density Rainbows s
Thursday August 18 • 3pm
Learn about water density and make a rainbow in a bottle. For grades K and up.
Tweens and teens welcome!

Fun with Fuse Beads

Story times and more

August 10

Baby Bounce & Books on the Green
Tuesday July 12 • 11am
Tuesday July 26 • 11am
Stories, songs and baby bounces. For up to age 35 months with caregiver.
Family Story Time s
Tuesday July 5 • 11am
Tuesday July 19 • 11am
Thursday August 4 • 11am
Thursday August 18 • 11am
Stories, songs and more in the Community Room. For ages 0-6 with caregiver.
Music and Movement on the Green
Thursday July 14 • 11am
Thursday July 28 • 11am
Thursday August 11 • 11am
Thursday August 25 • 11am
Songs, dancing, learning and fun. For ages 0-6 with a caregiver.
Evening Story Time on the Green
Monday August 1 • 6:30pm
Monday August 8 • 6:30pm
Stories and more on the Green. For ages 0-6 with caregiver.

s sign up: bethlehem.librarycalendar.com

s
Family Story TimeXX

July and August

V : program is virtual
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Budget passes;
trustee elected
The library would like to thank
voters for approving the $4.3 million
budget levy for 2022-23 in May.
This spending plan allows the
library to continue to invest in physical
and electronic resources, while making
adjustments for expected increases
in energy costs, personnel needs
and building maintenance over the
coming year.
Voters also elected Sarah
Patterson to a five-year term on the
board of trustees. The library’s board
meetings take place on the second
Monday of the month at 6pm and are
always open to the public.

Follow us on
social media:

facebook.com/
bethlehempubliclibrary

twitter.com/BethlehemPL

Longtime
trustee retires
In June, the Library Board of Trustees
bid farewell to Mary Redmond, who
stepped down from her post after two
five-year terms, five years of which she
served as board president.

@bethlehempubliclibrary

Redmond, during her tenure as
trustee, helped shepherd through a
massive HVAC upgrade and kept a
watchful eye on the library’s financial
reporting.
The library and Board of Trustees
have benefited from her community
connections and perspective.

8

bit.ly/3ri0cLC
518-439-9314 • www.bethlehempubliclibrary.org

July/August 2022

